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GREAT-BRITALN. 


A SERIOUS 


A DDRES S 


T 0 THE 


ELECTORS 


GrurTLEnnn, 


— MONG 22 
ds 4 made to you, both in 


— ay . I hope 
I ſhall not incur your Cenſure, for increaſ- 


ing the Number, and calling on you for 


your moſt ſcrious Attention to the Addreſs 


A offere 1 


[2] 
offered to you, and the Advice propoſtd 
to you in the following Sheets. | 


Tuts I have — 19-e- 
mand from you, as I am attached to ns 
Party whatever, have no private Futereft to 
ſerve, have neither from the 
Friendſhip, nor Fears from the Power of 


any preſent Miniſter, or any future one ; 


but am actuated only by a Zeal to ſerve 
2 and that not in a trifling In- 


you (in whoſe Power only it is) heartily 
concur with me in my Wiſhes, perhaps to 


fave it from the impending Ruin, with 


which on all Sides it feems to be cnviron- 
ed. For the Sincerity of my Intentions, 
and the Truth of this Aﬀeveration, I ap- 
peal to that great GOD, who is the 
Searcher of all our Hearts, and penetrates 
into our moſt ſecret Thoughts. To His 
Judgment I fubmit myſelf at preſent, as, at 
the End of this Addreſs, I ſhall be willing 


to do to that of the whole World: For as 


no private Ends can be ſerved, and no Side 
can bear to hear the Truth, I may fafcly 


Oo 


ſtance ; but, if I ans fo fortunate as to have 


either to the well governing, or overthrow- 


mand your utmoſt Care and Vigilance to 
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predict, that no Party will adopt n e 


Tn x great Occaſion I ſpeak of, which 
is the Reaſon of my addreffing you at this 
1 
of the People of 
© to fit in the grand Council 
of the Kingdom, and there, as one of the 
three Bodies that compoſe the Legiſlative 
Power, to enact ſuch Laws as may tend 


ing of the Common-weal. The Choice 
veſted in n: A Truſt great and impor- 
tant at all Times, and which aus de- 


exccute with Fidelity, and which perhaps 
never more loudly called for both, than at 


 Prefent. 


Tr1s Power, fo lodged in your Hands, 
{ts you in a Point of View, that draws on 
you the Eyes of all Bre, which is at- 
tentive to your preſent Conduct; and 
much more the Eyes of ll your Cntr 
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44 
by it their Properties, their Liberties, nay 
their Loves, may be faid to be committed 


to your Charge; they have a Right to de- 
mand them at your Hands, and ſurely will 


| 
| 
| 


2 of tir Weds? Done 
l | ſelling 


—— —— — — 


tion, which the Nature of the 
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| felling their Vote be a worſe Crime in 


them, than it is in you at their Hection? 
What elſe can you expect from Men, who 
their not holding a Bribe in that Deteſta- 


cds from all dn Minds ? A Man that 
with Himſelf to buy the Con- 
long hefitate 


ſcience of another, will not 
about the ſelling his Owr. It is the very 


next Step in the Scale of Corruption: 


It's your Doty, therefore, to pitch upon 


Jr ft, at leaſt give you Reaſon to hope, that 


they abhor the laft. 


IA ſenſible it is a very difficult Taſk 
to get quit of Prejudices; and yet, per- 
haps, it is till more difficult to perſuade 


for the Rum of one's Country ; 
in which every Man's private Ruin is fo 
cloſely connected, that he muſt ultimately 


ſttand or fall with it? Is Ten, or Twenty, 


or Fifty Pounds, attended with Poverty, 


Will fuch a Sum, „n 
provide Bread for your Families for the 
my e Will it deafen 
Taunts and Inſults of your betray'd 
Townſmen, Neighbours, Friends, and 
Relations? Will it flop the piercing Cries 
of your Children, when Begging for Bread, 
and Curfing you as the Authors of their 
then miſerable Condition ? I would not 
be underſtood to fay, that this muſt n- 
avoidably be the Caſe, for I would not 
aggravate our Misfortunes ; but I do 
aver that it axe be the Quſe, and i i the | 
Part of prpdent and honeſt Men, to pro- 
vide againſt every the leaſt Chance of fo 
calamitous a Condition, by a wiſe and 
well-concerted Choice of Members, to 
ſerve in the approaching Parliament. 


I Aves ſet the Conſequences that may 
from a contrary Choice, in a ſtrong Light, 
on purpoſe, if poſſible, * 


We are abandoned to Vice and Corrupti- 
on, devoured by Luxury, and divided by 
Factions at Home. As to our Foreign 
Dangers, I ſhall paſs them over, not be- 
 Defigns of the Courts at Home or Abroad: 
Beſides, 


ſuch a Degree, as to make it, if not fean- 
dalous, at leaft ridiculous, for a Man to 
ſhew he poſſeſſes any Share of it. All Ap- 
pearances of it, and any Pretenfions to it, 
muſt be laid afide, to become faſhionable, 

| The 


[9] 


his Fellow-Creatures, and does not tum 


their Wants to his own private Advan- 
tage, is treated as an Idiot, and one that 


does not know how to live in the World: 


[ 10 ] 
on the few great Men left at that Time 
among the Roman People ; and meets with 
worſe Treatment than the greateſt Ene- 
my of the State : By theſe Means, wor- 
Authority, and the Execution of our Laws 
is left to the loweſt of the People. To 
incur the Penalties inflifted on thoſe who 
from the Multitude where one might 
expett it, but even from Perſons of a more 


Tr1s Depravity of Manners, attended 
with a Diſregard to Religious Principles of 
any Sort, is not confined to the inferior 
he of Nation; but ſpreads itſelf 
like an Infection through all Ranks. The 
greateſs among us are not exempt from 
the Charge of it. Our Mepifhates and 
Governors, far from ſetting the Example 

| their 


f 


175725 


HA 


in 


L124 
tentions; otherwiſe, Society would be 
but very ill preſerved. To this End, they. 
even encouraged and propagated Notions, 
among the Vulgar, which from Reaſon, 
one would ſuppoſe, Men of their Wiſdom 
s ſuppoſed they did not. Of ſuch Uſe 
did they unanimouſly think Religion to 
be. of, to make Men better Subjects, that 
for Want of a Gaad one, rather than have 
none, they took Pains to inculcate a Bad 
one. If we allow their concurring Au- 
. be af any Weight, we muſt be 

ene 


ple, S 
whether true or falſe, that have a Ten- 
dency to promote Virtue in the Minds 
r 
2 

their 


into, and I apprehend it. will not ſuſſer 
by ſuch a ſevere Scrutiny. However, thus 
much muſt be faid for it, even by its Op- 
paſers ; that it undoubtedly contains a Set 

of Precepts and Maxims, which have a na- 


tural 
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tural Tendency to promote Morahty among 
us; to make Men better Saus and better 
ters, better SubjefFs and better Governors, 
than we ſhould be without it : And, on 
that Account at leaft, ought to claim the 
Protection and Encouragement of thoſe, 
whoſe Charge it is to conduct us; till 
they ſupply the Want of it, with ſome- 
thing at leaſt as productive of theſe good 
Ends. I may further add an Argument 
of another Kind, which perhaps may have 
more Weight than the former, which is 
this : That it is at preſent fo blended with 


out drawing the cher in Ruins ater it 


Ir is a commonly received, but erro- 
neous Opinion, that the World is deeper 


immerged in Vice and Iniquity, every 
Day than other : But this I hope and be- 


lieve is not a Fact: God forbid it ſhould ! 
The Caſe rather appears to be this: Vir- 
tues and Vices,. like all other Things, 
have 


[15 ] 
have their Periods and Faſhions: And if 
ſome Vices grow enormous, and ſtare us 
in the Face, other Virtues flouriſh and 
charm us with their Beauty : But fome 
Kinds of Vices are more deſtructive of the 
others ; and of this Sort, I fear, are the 
Vices of the preſent Age: Of this Sort were 
the Vices that deſtroyed the Roman Com- 
mon-wealth. If Lberality and Clemency did 
then and do now prevail, they were then, 
and are now, attended by their concomi- 
tant Vices, Laxary and Corruption : Theſe, 
at that Time, proved the Ruin of the 
Romans, and we have too much Reaſon to 
fear, theſe threaten the Ruin of the Bri- 
tons at preſent : But of each of theſe I 
ſhall ſpeak particularly in their Order. 


And firſt of Lamy, which is a lead- 
ing Step to the other, and is become uni- 
verſal among us. This was at firſt a Vice 
belonging to the Great only ; but as Man- 
kind naturally tread in the Steps of thoſe, 
whom a large Fortune, or any other Ac- 
cident, has ſet in a Rank of Life, which, 

in 


[16] 
in the Eye of the World, = to 
be ſuperior to their own, and take ſuch 
for their Patterns; it has now, by a flow 
Progreſs, crept through all Degrees 
Men, and has at laſt deſcended to the 
ry loweft of the People, which it has i 
fected to a Degree icarce credible in any 


other Country. The Art of living well 
and indulging our Appetites of all Kinds, 
is now, I fear, the only Study of the 
Great. The Welfare of the State, and 


of 
ve- 
in- 


my | 
than the Poor's 2 


mon us, I will not take upon me to de- 
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of; therefore they muſt make Uſe of any 
Means, lawful or unlawful, to ' 
them. If the moſt ingenious among them 

enn in three Days furniſh themſelves with 
a Sufficiency for fix, the Remainder of the 
Week is ſpent in Idlenefs and Debauchery ; 
ſo that they return to work . 
the fame Poverty, as when they firſt be- 
gan in the World ; and, by fo doing, are 
conſtantly in the Power of the Great. By 
what Means this at firſt got Footing a- 


termine: Perhaps, as it is now viſibly con- 


tinned, wiz. by the Practice of Travelling, | 


which our Youth of greateſt Quality and 
Riches, at preſent, univerſally follow. At 
firſt throw off the Reſtraint of School- 
Maſters and Governors, they learn to-live 
at Eaſe and Riot, in thoſe Countries, where 
the Policy of the Government encourages 
not think of their Condition ; in Extrava- 
gance, that they may not have Power to 
mend it ; but by keeping themſelves poor, 
they may be deſtitute of the Means of op- 


® 

poſing the oppreffive Scheme of their Go- 
vernors. It is no Wonder that Youth, thus 
the Gayeties and Debaucherics of Foreign 
Courts: With French Faſhions they im- 
bibe French Maxims, fo that, however ab- 
_ furd it may appear, it is no uncommon 
Sight to ſee a travelled Man fo ignorant of 
the Bleſſings of Liberty, as to miſtake the 
very Eſſence and Uſe of it; and far from 
conſidering it in its true Light, that of ſe- 
curing the Properties of all Men, and giv- 
ing the pooreſt Man Redrefs, againſt the 
Oppreſſions of the moſt powerful, look 
upon that Man as the moſt free, who can, 

uncontrouled, debauch moſt Women, and 
commit moſt Diſorders of all Kinds: Thus 
they confound Liberty with the greateſt 
Licentiouſneſs. Nay, 3 
I fear not a few, are fo n 
willingly to furrender their Liberty to thei 
Superiors, provided they may tyrannize 
over their Inferiors ; and, what is ftill more 

monſtrous, are 288 
ly to avow this, in all 
the moſt cligble Situation in Socicty. T | 

C 3 Mem- 


from obtaining a Seat in the Lower Houſe, 
from which you have a Power to exclude 
them. I don't doubt but you will have 
Numbers of this Caſs, who, with ſtrong 
themſelves as Candidates at the approach- 
ing Election. How proper ſuch Men are 


long we are to expect it, if committed in- 
to ſuch Hands, yourſelves are competent 
Judges. But to return : As this Inunda- 
tion of Luxury was firft brought in upon 
us by the Example of Perſohs in high Sta- 
tions, it is to be hoped, that ſome of theſe 
will find the Love of their Country glow 
in their Breaſts with a ſufficient Warmth, 


to induce them to get one of a contrary 
: Kind ; 


to be Guardians of our Liberty, and how 


The 
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| Kind; for as the Dvil evidently has done, 
fo the Cure muſt come, from above. Did 


they but confider the Influence a few of 
the firſt Nobility, who ſhould heartily ſet 
themſelves about this Work, would un- 
doubtedly have over the Minds and Man- 
ners of private Perſons ; T cannot but 
think they would ſtrive, with as much 
Ambition, to be foremoſt in the promo- 
ting this great and glorious Work, as they 
now do to ſhine at a Birth-Night Ball. 
Thing is as kudable in iiſelf, and at 
leaſt as much Qutent will attend it at pre- 
ſent, and as much Fame hereafter. If 
this ſhould fail, we have ftill a Refourſe 
left us in Nu, which is to give us a Legi- 
flature (fo far as you are concerned in the - 
compoſing it) who, by wholeſome Laws, 
will reſtrain this monſtrous Profuſeneſs of 


Expence amongft us ; and fo fave us from 


purſuing this Road to our Ruin: For it is 
of the loweſt Sort, and the Incumbrances 
and Diſtreſſes attending the Fortunes of the 


Better, muſt naturally tend to ſubject all, 


2 Corruption. This 
Effect 


22 | 


„ 1 fear (as is 5 


Man, where the Gratifcation has not fo 
acer | 
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this, the Sum of 422, 3 56 J. 135. 44. 
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Penfons to ſuch as have more Modeſty 
than Virtue, or whoſe Situation and Of- 
fice is of ſuch a Kind, that they could not 
perform the Services required at their 
Hands, if they were inown to receive any 
Emolament from the Government. Out of 


a Year, at leaſt, may be enjoyed, compa- 
tibly with a Seat in cither one or the other 
Houſe of Parliament, and may be fo dif- 
poſed of: The reſt may be diſperſed a- 
mong ſuch, as either have in themſelves, 
or can procure Intereſt in the Election of 

Members to ſerve in Parliament. Beſides, 
there is the Income of twenty-ſix Biſhop- 
ricks, which may be fo given, as to make 
ſure of at leaſt twenty Votes in the Upper 
Houſe ; and the whole Revenue of Church 
Benefices and Livings in the Gift of the 
Crown : Add to all this, the Influence the 
Government has in Indulgencies and Re- 
mittances on Exciſe Proſecutions, in Sea- 
Ports, and among the ſeveral Tradeſmen 


+ This Sum is taken from the Lit of Plocenes, pub- 
liſhed after the Debate on the Conveztian. 


D | and 
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and Handicraftſmen employed in the Ser. 


What Havock this Weight of Power, 
lodged in wicked and corrupt Hands, 
might make, if applied to our Deſtruction, 
among a People joſtling and crowding with 
gaping Mouths and open Hands, to re- 
ceive every the lea Price of Proſtitution, 
I own gives me Horror, as I think it muſt 
to every true Engliſhman, whenever I re- 
fle& on it. NOW is the Time for you 


- to exert your Spirit, and ſhew yourſelves 


Honeſt Britons, by returning fuch Mem- 


bers, as will with Scorn reject any Offers 
that may be made them to betray the 
Truſt lodged in them by their Country, 


and with juſt Indignation ſpurn at the 
audacious Offerer. . 


I wouLD not be underſtood to mean 
here, that all Power ſhould be taken out 


of the Hands of the Government, as ſome 


violent Writers have infinuated. No, the 
Affairs of Government cannot be carried on 
without a ſufficient Power lodged in the 
Head, to enforce the Execution of the 


Laws, 


— — — rr „5 8 
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Laws, and even to reward thoſe that deſerve 
well of the State. But here it is neceffary 
to have a due Ballance ed: It is to 


de obſerved, that the People of Great-Bri- 


tain are fo far veſted in the Supreme Au- 
thority, that no Law can take Place with- 


Conſtituents ; but if at any Time, by their 


accidental Courſe of Things, this Power 
ſhould grow fo great as to endanger the 
Liberties of the People, for whoſe Sake 


only, and not for the Grandeur of any ane 


or Number of Men, this Power ought tobe 
granted ; then it is Time for them to be 
upon their Guard, and to reftrain their 
Hands. A due Attention to theſe Circum- 
ſtances will at the ſame Time give Autho- 
rity to the Miniſtry, and Security to the 
People. 


D 2 Ano- 
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Axor Grizvance we labour under 
is, that Violence of Party into which we 
are miſerably divided. I may here be 
thought to deviate from all Political Wri- 
ters, who have confidered our Diviſions as 
our greateſt Security. I am ready with 
them to grant, that a well-formed Party 
founded on good Principles, who have al- 
ways their Eye attentive to the Welfare of 
the People, is our greateſt Security againſt 
any deſtructive Schemes, which may be 
projected by any wicked Member of the 
Common-wealth, who has Art enough to 
get admitted into the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs; to which every Government, as 
well s this, i lable. Nay, I will allow, 
Pojetion, that ever was formed againſt an 


ſomething which is better than zothing, let 
us not be content with it in its wi Shape, 
but be emulous to have it in its f, and 


LJ. 
ſet it on a right Footing. In what State 
our preſent Parties are, a cloſer Examina- 
tion will lead us to determine. 


Wrarevin Diſtinctions our Party 

Nation ſeems now divided into two leading 
Names of the Court and Country Parties, 
or Minifterialiſts and Patriots, as they are 
ſometimes called. In theſe two are con- 
fuſed! / blended together all other former 
Diſtinctions. The firſt is compoſed, part- 
ens to 


L 30 
ſome of the fame Old Whigs, who flick 
ſteady to their former Principles of oppo- 
fing any Encroachments of the Crown, on 
whoſe-ever Head it is placed; to theſe are 
added all the Tories and profeſſed Faco- 
bites. Theſe laſt are a Set of I can- 
not ſpeak of with tolerable Temper : They 
live under a Government, in which they 
enjoy all the Privileges of the Community, 
and to which they have not only once 
ſworn Allegiance, but are ready to repeat 
it when demanded ; yet are conſtantly at 
Work to undermine it, ſo may be faid to 
trove @ perpetual Lye. An OATH is an 
to the Omniſcient Author of Na- 
ture for the Truth of what we are faying, 
and is, beſides, the only Security of a Bri- 
tis Subject; our Properties, our Lives, 
depend upon it, and are at the Mercy of 
any who dares to violate it : What Credit 


is then to be given to ſuch Men, who, 


through the whole Tenour of their Lives, 
commit daily Perjury ? How much more 


amiable is the Character of the Honeſt 


Nonjuror, who ſubmits to ſome temporal 
Diſadvantages, rather than hazard an Oath 
| he 


N 
| 
| 
d 
: 
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the Queſtion: 
ane r 
mitt in their Adherents, but a ſtrict At- 


Virtue, or any further Me- 
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tachment to their Cauſe : In all publick 
Aſſemblies, where they are to give their 
Voice, you 6 fire © Us li 2a 
vote Plumb after their Leaders ; nay, a- 
ny Man that dares to deviate from this 
Rule, and vote according to his Conſci- 
turally leads me to confider them in their 
one Jot to the Power of the arher > Wit- 
neſs the Poor's and Regiſtry Bills. So fure 
is every Man's Opinion rated, that nothing 
is more common, than for Members of 
each Party, by mutual Compact, to ſtay 
away from the Houſe on any grand Queſti- 
will vote, before the Queſtion comes to 
be debated, or even before it is brought 
into the Houſe : A ſhocking Conſiderati- 
on this for their Conſtituents ! But let us 


examine the Conduct of each Party for 


ſome Years back a little more particularly, 
by which we may be better able to judge 
af the Merit of each, and their Deſigns. 
| And 


* 
—— — 


ties themſelves. 


the Rive , which 
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And this will be doing no Injury to cither, 
for their Conduct in Parliament has been 
fo often and publickly approved, by the 
Juſtnes be taken for the Senſe of the Par- 


Tun Majority has for many Years been 
compoſed of ſuch as are called of the Court 
Party, and have never once deſerted their 
Leaders. They have been fo 
as to give every Thing that has been asked 
at their Hands, and have ſhewed them- 
8 attached to the Will of the 


<> NES 


in former Days—Who have introduced 
and continued Septenmal Parliament: 
Who have never thought proper to repeal 
perhaps was neceſſa- 
ry at the Time it was firſt made Who 
have always found a Pretence for keeping 
up a numerous Bady of Forces, during a 
Peace of almoſt thirty Years—Who, du- 


ring that Time of Peace, have paid off but 


a Tritle of the National Det Who have 
E always 


1) 
— — 
have always 


uſed their Endeavours 
to ſcreen any petty Officer from Parliamen- 


tary Enquiry, and never once brought any 


Plunderer of the Publick to Iuſtice Wo 
have made a Seat in Parkament the only 
Means of obtaining a Place, and the Voting 
Right there the only Means of heeping 
it—Who in moſt of their Promotions have 
never conſidered any Merit, but have pro- 
vided for People of infamous Characters; 
and have even raiſed to High Stations, 
and Offices of Great Truſt, fach as their 
Country have thought worthy of Puniſh- 
ment, and that to the Prejudice of People 
of more Experience and greater Abili- 
ties—Who have ſeldom or never regarded 
the Nice of the Nation in any of their 
Tranfaftions—Who have conſtantly reject- 


ed any Attempts made to take off the In- - 


fluence of Places in the Houſe of Com- 
mons—Who have made it a Maxim, in 


ter—And who, to fur up all, have never 
2282282 to ſtrengthen and 
the ary Point they have is View. From 
Parliaments thus diſpoſed to gratify the 
Will of a Miniſtry, and which have alrea- 
dy gone ſuch Lengths to do it, Why 
ſhould we ſuppaſe they would ftop ſhort 
here, if ume was aſked from them ? So 


' that I can't help looking upon it as a great 


fo reaſonable in their Demands. If they 
had aſked for a Vote to enable his Majeſty 
to raiſe Money and levy Forces, without 
the Conſent of Parliament, and without 
being accountable to it ; I would not have 
E 2 anſwer- 


ourſelves, with a 
Af witich the Flagitouleek of the 4 
might make abſolutely neceſſary, _ 
would „ 
he Hands of an Evil Mimiter, 


always been the Praftice of the People 


— what does not immediately concern him ; 
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Honour and Abilities in a Military Com- 
mand, our Hopes would ſoon be cut off 
there too. | 


Taz Diſtreſs the Generality of this Na- 


ton find themſelves under at prefent, is, 


F know, charged upon the Miniftry, as 
owing to their Miſmanagement. It has 


all Countries, when they find themfclves 
oppreſſed with Misfortunes, to lay the 
Qui of them on their Governors ; but 
God forbid I ſhould tax any Man. with 


let us not, for the Sake of throwing the 


—— 


of the National Heri be called a Crime 
in the Miniſtry, even in the Opinion of its 
g thi 


—_ 


any 


in this Particalar, Jet us, in its Tum, 


ſent Puſſeſſans of it. To eſſect this, their 
| Scheme is to diſtreſs the Miniſtry as much 


| 


Merits 


as -polſible, and without 


| 


—_——— N 

lerits « ion in Debate, r.. 
king Right and Nu at all the Rule of 
their Action, are fure to vote on the con- 
trary Side from the They are 
2 be Pt to vote when 
it comes to a Pinch, without ever learning 
what the Queſtion is. If it is objefted on 
one Hand, that the Majurity have on con- 
Friends as legally choſen ; it is no les fure 
on the other, that the n have as 
conſtantly voted fach Elections egal: The 
Merits of the Cauſe are not regarded on 


fling, of one Set of them ſhould a 
right, fo it is much more — 
they ſhould akways be wring ; yet have the 
Country Party never failed to oppoſe every 
2 ö 
n 
tion, meerly to add Weight to their 
ſition, when they do oppoſe them. *. 
kale think what a conftant Ad- 
erence to Truth and Reaſon in their De- 
liberations reflects on thoſe, who have 
Virtue 


RI 
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and wicked Governors, without any Con- 
troul ? Would they even have cominued a 
Minority to the End of the Parkament ? 
No, they would have ſucceeded. The 
Nation, at that Time of Day, lent them 
their Aſſiſtance, becauſe it was confidently 
believed, they had the publick Welfare at 
Heart. But this is not the Caſe now 
(would to God it was) and becauſe it is not, 
the Men, the moſt eminent for Virtue and 
Difintereſtedne(s in the preſent Age, fit 
fill and engage in no Party, lend their 
helping Hand to zeztber, as thinking nei- 
ther worthy to be ſerved, or that it is of 
any Conſequence to themſelves, or the In- 
tereſt of the Nation, which Side is upper- 


ceeding (viz.) to make bold Aſſertions, and 
deal in general Invectives, when Fact 
have failed. Its Members have been urg- 
ed to this, ſame from private Reſentment, 

F others, 


L424 
Ran 
flaence all of that Side (to their Honour 
be it always remembered) in their loaf me- 
morable Attack ; than which nothing could 
de more frivolous, nothing worſe concert- 
ed. Beſides, an Oppoſition of ſuch Men 
is not a Security againſt a deſigning Mini- 
ſter; for if he finds he wants Numbers on 
any emergent Occafion, - To whom ſhould 
he apply? To ſuch as make the Guidance of 
their Conſcience the Rule of their Voting:? 
No, theſe are not for his Purpoſe ; their 
Ruleof Action is ſtubborn, and will not give 
Way ; but it is natural for him to make 


will let them vote Plumb on that Side the 
Queſtion on which they are lifted : The 
Tranfition from one to the other is cafy, 
and every Day's Experience confirms the | 
Truch of this Obſervation. f 


Auor uz Name this Party is ſome- 
times diſtinguiſhed by, is that of Patriets - 
A Name they feem extreamly fond of ap- 
 propriating to themſelves, and no Won- 


his own Fortune. It is a Name which 
betokens univerſal Benevolence. But be 
tles : How well this Party deſerves the 
Name of Patriats, let their Actions declare 

for them, for the Tree is beſt known by 
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ther they can reconcile theſe to the Spirit 
of Patrietiſm. Is the Defpifing our own 
Manufactures, and, for the Sake of a ſup- 
and Families with the Produce of Foreign 
Countries, by which our own Poor are 
ſtarved, and theirs employed ? Is the Ser- 
ving our Tables with Wines, and all other 
Delicacies, from Countries who take no- 
thing from us but Specie, by which the 
Nation is annually drained of immenſe 
Sums ? I this Fan ? Yet thee are 
equally and as glaringly the Actions of this 
Party, as of the other. But theſe are, 
and muſt be Patriots ; and if theſe carry 
their Elegance to ſuch a Pitch, as to be 
contented with nothing that is Eis, but 
are fo delicate as to import every 'Tritle 
from Abroad, even at the Riſque of a Sci- 
zure, ſtill by theſe it is done for the Love 
of their Cauntry. Is there a Man who will 
deny his Palate, to fave his Country's Trea- 
fare ? Who will diſpenſe with thoſe tri- 
fling Nicetics of Colour or Faſhion in his 
Apparel and Furniture, that his own Poor 
may be employ'd ? Who will, in himſclf 


and Adherents, diſcourage all Articles of 
_ 


[46] 
Laxary and Prodigality ? Who will Gcri- 
fice his own Pleafurcs to the Happineſs of 
himſelf to preſerve the Liberty, and re- 


This Man, and this Man only, deſerves 
the Name of a Patrice. 


1 nave dwelt the longer on this Head, 
becauſe it ſeems to be a vulgar Error, by 


you ; that your Liberties will be fafe, if 


not faſſicient for that End, I hope the 
following Facts will fully convince you of 
the Trath of what has been faid, wiz. 
View is to affem Power to make the ſame 
Up of it. The fen I allude to, are 
Tranſactions that paſſed in a publick As- 
ſembly, where the Majority are notoriouſly 
lifted in this Party: An Aﬀembly, whoſe 
Praiſe has been trumpeted forth by every 
Writer of the. Gu Party, who have 
been called the moſt uncorrupt Set of Men 

in 


much Pains, eſtabliſhed and inculcated in 
truſted into the Hands of this Party. I 
have endeavoured to undeccive you in this 
Point ; and if what I have already fad, is 


Neſalntion, that Mr. Jas C—£, City 
Carpenter, had been concerned in a C- 


L 47 ] 


in the Kingdom, whoſe Conduct has even 
been 


pointed out as a Pattern for that of 
our Parliaments, and who ſtrennouſſy ex- 
erted themſelves in Behalf of the Place- 
Bill. My Readers, by this Time, will all 
formize, that I can mean no other but 
that of the mer of the City of La. 
din, in Common-Council affembled. It is 
well known, that this Body is compoſed = 
of the principal Tradeſmen of the City, 

clected to this Truſt by their Brethren. 
Upon Propoſals being delivered to this Bo- 
dy, for building the Manfon- Houſe for the 
Reſidence of their Mayor, they agreed to 
a Propoſal for 17200 l. delivered by Mem- 
bers of their own Body, in Oppoſiton to 
Perſons who offered to do the fame Work, 
on the fame Conditions, and at leaſt equal 
Security, for 16975 L. They came to a 


bination to raiſe the Price of Piling and 
Planking the Foundation for the faid Man- 
fion-Houſe, and that, by ſuch Combina- 
tion, he had grofly abuſed the Office and 
Truſt repoſed in him, as a Common-Coun- 


or the other 
— made Uſe of i . 


duce 
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that, if Juſtice were to take Place, it would 
be thoſe Wretches, who were the firſt In- 
ſtruments of betraying our Liberties, and 
ing us to ſuch fatal Meaſures. Fatal, I 
may well call them, for, in fuch a Caſe, 
whoever ſucceeds the Nation is fare to 
bleed : They are Meafures which ought 
never td be entered on, but in the moſt de- 
ſperate Circumſtances ; for the End, when 
by which it was brought about. I acknow-. 
ledge, many great and glorious Stands have 

been made by the People of this Kingdom, 
in Defence of their Liberties and their Re- 
ligion ; Succeſs has attended their farmer 
Endeavours, and poſſibly will their future ; 
bat will any Man in his Senſes, for chat 
Reaſon, ruſh into fo imminent 
which he can avoid, and while he has 
Time to prevent it? Does the moſtintre- 
pid and ſucceſaſul General, who reſtues the 
People at this dreadful Expence, deſerve 
half the 'Thanks of his Country, which 
| thoſe do, who, by their prudent and wiſe 
Conduct, prevent theſe Calamities, | 


| Mr preſent Addreſs to you would be 
EI —— ͤ m 
8 2 fitic, , 


e-_ 
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ities at preſent. No, thank God, it is till 
in your Power to defend us from them, by 
returning Members for this Parliament, 
who ſhall dare to practiſe Virtue themſelues, 
to encourage and countenance it in others, 
and, where that will not reach, to enforce 
it by wholeſome Laws, which now you 
give them the Power of maki 
has brought us thus low, fo Yirtue, and 


you that the Vices, which this Nation is 
particularly inclined to in the preſent Age, 
are ſuch as have a natural Tendency to ruin 
and enſſave us. In a general national DB- 
fires, who are moſt likely to feel the firſt 
Effefts, but the pooreſt in the Nation: 
Their preſent extreme Porerty, and fre- 


quent Infurreftions, are but too fure a Pre- 


fage of the growing Evil. They, at preſent, 
are but flight Eruptions of an inflanimato- 
ry Fever lurking in the Blood ; but when 

the Evil grows more general, and People 
which muſt happen, if Things continue in 
their preſent Courſe ; we have too much 
Reaſon to fear, the Conſequences will at 


likewiſe ſet before you the Precipice on 


As Vice 1 


that an, can raiſe us. I have now ſhewn 


leaſt be very grievous, if not fatal. I have 


C the R—_ EO 
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which we ſtand fo near the very Brink, 


tat it isalmoſt in any one's Power to puſh 


us down it, even as he paſſes. There 
now remains for me to point out to you 
the moſt eh, and, I may fay, the moſt 
certain Means, to fave yourſelves andCo 

trymen ; which, if you approve of, it is 


your Duty to put in Practice with your 


utmoſt Reſolution and Vigour. 


delpie all little fxtious Cabals, but will 

make it their conftant Care, to « falt the 
Good of the Common-weal, and provide 
for the Glory and Defence of the Nation 
to the beſt of their Abilities, let who will 
be at the Helm of Affairs Men who will 
be provident of the publick Treafure—who 
will be watchful over the Libe th of the 


will noe fuller Feocknem to 
int, ren EE 
| 1 


© JT 
treaties and Supplications of your Coun- 
trymen prevail on you, to look upon them 
with an Eye of Pity, and give them that 
Security of their Liberties and their Proper- 
ties, which they now aſk at your Hands. 
In order to be able to aſſert this, it is your 
Duty to look out with the greateſt Circum- 
ſpection, among your Neighbourhood and 
Acquaintance, for Men, whoſe real Cha- 
racers you may get at the Knowledge of, 
and who, through the whole Tenour of 
their Lives, have ſhewn, that they have act- 
ed from Principles of Honour and Virtue ; 
Men of unblemiſhed Characters, beloved 
n their Country, who ia their Families 
| have been tender to their Wives and Chil- 
dren ; have acted the Part of indulgent 
Maſters and Landlords —Men, who have 
their Ears and Hearts open, to hear and 
relieve the Wants of the induſtrious Poor, 
and have Activity and Spirit enough to 
purſue and correct the idle and vagrant ; a 
Diſtinction of the utmoſt Conſequence to a 
naged their own Affairs with Prudence and 
Occonomy, and the Affairs of others com- 
mitted to their Charge, with Uprightneſs 
and 


L354 
and Integrity Men, who in theit publick 
Capacities, if they have ever acted in that 
Character, have protected the Weaker a- 


nd have ewe ingeetilly remented tihs- 
tit, and puniſhed Vilkiny, in whomfoever 
either has been found ; and who have ne- 
ver ſuffered themſelves to be deterred, from 
Heart, either by the Smiles or Frowns of 
firſt, as uſeleſs to promote, as the laſt are 
impotent to leſſen, the Happineſs of an 
honeſt Mind---Men, who, in fine, have 
proved themſelves tender Husbands, kind 
Fathers, indulgent Maſters , eaſy Landlords, 
of a humeze — — 
wards their whole Species. Theſe are Cha- 
racers you can eaſily get to the Knowledge 
of, and which, I hope, are not fo uncom- 
mon, but that every one of you know tome 
Man, who can with Juſtice fay, he has 
fome Pretenfions to deſerve; and yet, I 
| fear, are too rare, to diſtract your Choice = 
by Numbers. Theſe are the only proper 
Recommendations for Men, who are to be 


elected into a publick Truſt : For ſuch 
Men 


361 
Men as theſe can fave us, and ſuch as theſe 
will fave us; therefore, ſuch as theſe you 
ought to draw by Force into the Service of 
their Country on this Occaſion : For who 
is fo likely to be provident of the publick 
Treaſure, as he who has been an Oecono- 
miſt of his own ? Who is ſo likely to caſe 
and redreſs the Wants and Grievances of 
the Poor in his publick Capacity, as he, 
who has opened his Purſe to them in his 
private? Who is fo proper a Guardian of 
the Publickh, as he, who has ſhewn him- 
felf juſt to his Fards in private? Who is 


ſo fit to protect our Liberties in Parlia- 


ment, as he, who has already done it on 
the Bench ? Or from whom may we ex- 
pect a true Spirit to reſiſt and oppoſe any 
Encroachments of the greater on the poor- 
er, in a parliamentary Capacity, but from 
that Man, who, in his private Station, has 
always bravely withſtood their Influence? 
In ſuch Hands your Liberties, your A, 
will be fafe ; and the Circumſtances you 
will neceffarily find yourſelves in, at the 


poſed of ſuch Members, will be, moſt cer- 
tainly preferable to any that you have yet 
felt, or can poſſibly make to yourſelves, 

from 


End of a feven Years Parliament, com- 


you better calculated to this End, than this 


[ 57 ] 
from any preſent Advantage whatever to 

be made, from an unworthy Choice : 
Your Trade will be in a flouriſhing Condi- 
remain put on an eaſier Footing. The 
frequent, nay conſtant Experience you have 
had from your Conduct in former Hlecti- 
ons, and your Circumſtances not being bet- 
tered by ſuch Choice, ought, one ſhould 


imagine, to put you upon trying ſome new 
Expedient : If any other Method feems to 


in God's Name follow it, but fol- 
low it with Vigour and Honeſty ; do but at- L 
tain the End, and whatever Means you pur- 
ſuc, will be cqually acceptable to all your 
Well-wiſhers. But let not artful and defign- 
ing Men diſſuade you from ſuch a Choice, 
on Pretence of Want of Abilities in the 
Perſons you ſhall pitch upon: In the firſt 
Place, it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that Men, 
Diſcretion, ſhould want Abilities; in the 


next, if that ſhould be the Caſe, the 


Want of Virtue and Diſintereſtedneſs i 5 2 


wanted ? To conduct a bad Cauſe ; to hide 
H over 


0581 

N 1 2 
ſuaded of the good Intentions of their Go- 
VErnors ; to find out plauſible Reaſons of 
Ang, when they dare not aver the true 
ones. Honeſty ſtands in need of no fuch 
Supports, it dares do what is right, and 
dares affign the true Reaſon for fo doing : 
x 50 44 will ſoon be convinced of 


the Welfare and Prayers of your Fellow- 
Subjects, will not move you to exert your- 
ſelves in this, perhaps laff, Opportunity 


you ſhall ever have of extricating your- 
felves; what ſhall I fay to you? What 


can I call you ? Men you cannot be. Shew 
bat the leaſt Deſire of making a difintereſt- 
ed and honeſt Choice, and you will have 
the Heads, the Hearts, the Hands of the 
Nation to affifſt you; who will at preſent 
look on you with Pleaſure ; attend your 


„„ 


ng 


FF. 
in all your Undertakings, which at leaſt 
you will merit ; and will ſhew you to their 


Expectations. Would any Set of Men in 
their Senſes barter away theſe Pleaſures? For 


what, for their Reverſe? To become the 
the Reproach of future. But I have fad 
too much, this cannot be. I indulge my- 
ſelf in the Thoughts, that I ſhall fee you, 
on this very critical Occafion, behave like 
ENGLISHMEN, and ſhew your- 
ſclves Men who have Virtue enough to 
wiſh to be, and Spirit enough to dere try 
to be, nn, difinterefted, and conſe- 


H 2 


fo Party in 
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